POSTSCRIPT 


TO THE : 
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MILES PRANCE, | 
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. Wherein he finds himſelf moſt Traduced 
and Slandered. 


With ſore Notes to be added to Obſervator Numb, 8. of the 2d. Yoluain. 
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Pſalm LII. 
Thy Tongue imagineth Witkedneſs, and with Lies thou Cutte#t like a ſharp Razor, 
Thou ha#t loved to ſpeak all words that may do hurt, O thou falſe Tongue. 


Therefore [ball God deFroy thee for ever, he ſhall take thee and pluck thee out of thy 
Dwelling, and Root thee out of _ Land of the Living. JE 
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Printed for the Author, and are to'be Sold by R: fart! in Ogeens- 
Hrad-Aliey in Pater-Noſter-Row. 1 & 8 4. 
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- TO THE 'LOYAL | 


| Proteſtant Readers. 
; : it, IE ww, ol eanh bs Vn 1o. 


Aving made ſo long an Apology in the firſt pages for the 
\ Neceſſity as well as,Fastice of ,qay .appearing now 11 

* 2 .Print, 1 intended not to have troubled my ſelf or you 
with any. particular : Adareſs,i, ill finding new Scandals dayly 
ſprung upon me, the Refuting whereof, Rendred theſe Papers 
more tedious, then at firſt. deſagned; I must therefore begg pardon 
for their Bulk ; But, why all this tir and ſo many Sheets * What 
5 it toms, you'l ſay, whether Prance be aCbeat, or the Obſer= 
Vvator a Lyar!. Not much perbaps to you, but of great Importance 
tb me, I'le aſſure. you Gentlemen ; ſmce I percerve my Dayly Con= 


. verſation is beſet with Spies, and no man (though never ſo ho= 


neſt and Loyal) That comes into my Compaiy, but is preſently in 
danger of being expoſed as a Phanatick, and marks out ( right 
or wrong ) to the fury of the Rabble, aud deſtrufion of his 
Fortune and Family: And Conſedering that ihis uſage may be 
any other mans'Ciiſe to mortow; as well as mine to day; whenevtr 
the Obſervatof for bis. own Glory, or on any ſecret deſign, ſhall 
think fit to proclaims War againſt bim ; I thought it bigh time to 
give all the World ſatisfattion of the Truth of the Caſe between 
AMr.L'Eſtrange and my ſelf; T hat all perſons of this Age, 
and ſuch as ſhall write Hiſtories in the next (which I find our 
Obſervator much values his Numerons Sheets upon, as the juff 
Standard for them'totake meaſures from) may have the Cognizance 
as well of theDefence as of the Charge; For he that has aT ongue 
to Condemn, before be imploys both bis Ears to bear either Party, 
deſerves to be AppeaF d fram, as an incompetent Judge. 
The Obſervator makes large Profeſſions, that bis Engage= / 
ment 1s for the Government, and the Fſtabliſht Church ; But I 
humbly Conceive, "tis no Honour or Service to either, T hat be 


 Intermixes ſo much * bis own Perſonal Piques and Animoprties, 


/ 


2 and 


&- takesLiberty meerly on theT ales of biBuſy Emiſſaries,to Ex= 
poſe any Honeſt Loyal Subjef, that gives not up all the Faculties 
of his Soul, to a Blind Admiration of, and Acquieſcence in his Pa 
pers, which are in many Particulars (' For I Speak only as to | 
"Er I «m Concern gin ) as Falſe and Malicious, as T riſing and 

eas IG ONE] x 
ri Thu Gentleman bas Liberally beftew#d on me the Titles of ; 
Cheat, Rogue, Raſcal, Blaſphemer, almoſt always Drunk, 8C. j 
Put I thought it below the Gravity of a Citizen, or any Moral | 
Man, much more of a Chriſtian, to Reply in the Scurrilous Lan= 
guage of an Oyſter Boat; and therefore as far as the matter would 
poſſeb]y bear, I have Abſtained from any Undecent Terms, how © 
much ſoever deſerVd. Nor dare ye with ſo great a Maſter in the 
Myſteries of Buffoonery and Fooling: Soft Words and hard Ar= 
giments, as little Droll,and as much Reaſon as may be afforded, 
7 the beſt method for all Controverſzes. Tet to divert the Reader; \\\ 
T have now and then deſcended to anſwer the Gentleman a little in 
bis own way, to ſhew that what ſome men ſo highly Admire, is no 
ſuch Tranſcendent Quality, but it might be Imitated. 


| ALittle Wir, Pe bop with a Vaſt I11 Nate, ; 


And qualify 'd for Lyes, aswell as Satyr ; | 
May cifity Conde an Obſervator. $ 
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* But notto enlarge the Porch to a building which is already too | 
bigg==-T he whole matter, Loyat Readers, # before you, and ha= 
wing firſt conſidered impartially, you are at Liberty to paſs your 1 
FTudgments as you find Cauſe. If any objeft the, following Leaves * 
are not all of my own Compoſzng, It ſhall readily be granted ; Nor 
can I find any body will ſwear that all theQbſeryatorsare wholly 
of Mr. L'Eſtrange's own handy work; Let it therefore ſuffice, * 
T hat there is nothing here ſaidon my behalf, which I do not ap= | 
prove, and. know tobe true, And therefore am Ready. to juitify 
every T ittle ; Witneſs my Hand, ys 


Miles Prance. 
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POSTSCRIPT, &c:. 


H E Noiſe Mr. L*Eſtrange has laboriouſly (and even to many of his own 

 Admirers, na»ſeouſly) -made about Braſs-Screws, &c. was in jt ſelf ſo 

improbable as well as falſe; and his naked Suggeſtions (unconfirin'd with 

the leaſt proof,or his being able to vouch any Authors or Witneſſes for ſo 

heinous a Charge) having been already refuted by the poſitive Afdavir 

of an uninterelled Perſon, and a -Romaniſt too, diſproving the ſame; 

That, . as I doubt not, but moſt ſober conſiderate Perſons, are long ſince fatisfied of the * 

Tnjuſtice of that Accuſation, ſo 1 had the Charity to hope the Obſervator himſelf, however 
at firſt Misinform*d, might ere thisbe aſhan?d ont. 5 p 

But finding that Gentleman, in his Obſervarors, Numb, 470, and 471 , Challenging 
all the World to Inſtance wherein he has mi/reported, or partially repreſented any one mattey 
of Fatt, and particularly reviving this Thred-bare Story, as one of the Trophies of his At- 
chievements, and conſigning the ſame over, as a matter «nden:able to the Belief of 
Poſterity : I ſhould be wanting to Tr=th and my own Imnocency, if 1 ſhould not publickly 
Check, and yet further Detect thoſe Scandals, which tend not only to the blaſting of 
my Reputation, ſpoiling of my Trade, and Ruin of my Family, (which I can prove, 
Mr. LEſtrange with his own Mouth, moſt anchrift:anly own'd to be his Deſign) but alſo 
(which 1 conceive the firſt Forgers of this Scandal principally intend) the Diſcrediting 
that Evidence, 1 have faithfully given touching the manner of Sir Edmurnd-bury Godfrey's 
A : That :delible fain, which all the Popes Holy-Water ſhall never be able to 
waſh off. : : 

{ foreſee under what Diſadvantages I appear, and am ſorry 1 cannot avoid a Conteſt, 
with a Gentleman of kyown Abilities, and reputed Loyalty,* fo high in Popular Eſteem, of 
ſo large an Invention, and taking Expreſſions, and one who will be ſure to have the laſt 
Word ;, nor dol forget his Character, as now qualifhed, 4 Magiſtrate; but Truth is Truth, 
even in the Courſer Language of a Silver-Smith; And Falſhoods and Calumnies are no 


* better than Lzes and Devices of the Devil to be abhorr?d by all Chriftsans and heneft Mew, 


though dreſled up in never ſo rich Embroideries of Craft and Oratory. And _ 
God and Nature have not endued me with equal parts,nor Fortune with ſoliberal anEdu- 
catio., (which the Loyalty of my Father to his King, was the chief occaſion that difabled 
him to afford me) ſo that I maynot beſo «ſef=l;, yet I am bound to be, and by Gods 
Grace, will never fail to approve my ſelf as Hoveſf a Man, as Faithful and Obedient 4 
Subjett, andas Hearty and. Dutiful a Sor of the Church of England, by Law Eſtabliſht, as 
the Wittieſt Obſervator in Chriſtendom, 

The Veneration I have for His Sacred Mzajeſty,my Soveraign, guides my willing Duty 
to pay all JuſtReſpects to every Perſon (though never ſo much my particular Enemy) that 
is veſted with any ſabordinate Authority under him. ?Tis not with Mr. DEſtrange the 
Fuſtice, but LEſtrange the. Obſervator my Diſpute lies; if he ſend out 4 Legal Warrant, 
I will readily obey; bur if he publiſh things falſe and ſcandalons of me, I ſee not, why I 
may not . Anſwer it, without being Taxt as guilty of any Diſreſpect to the Governmerr. 
His Gracious Majeſty imploying any in the Commſſion of the Peace, does not, 1 am ſure, 
thereby intend to previ/edge Him, to injure the meanelt of His Subjects, 

What I attempt is no more than all Laws Divine and Humane allow, viz. The liberty 
of an unblamable Defence 5, to wipe off Dirt (or rather/enom) cauſelelyy thrown upon me : 
In doing which, if any of it ſhall, by the Beams of Truth, be refleCted batk on the firff 
Author, who can help it ? | LO 

For whatever Service Mr. L*Eftrange has done the Government and the Church, againſt 
the Fattious, or the Enemies toeither, I Cordially applaud and thank, him, Nor do I 
Repine at his (reported) Preſents and New-years-Gifts of a 1000 (nay, were they ten 

8: thouſand ) 


(2. 

ſand) Gmineys, ſince for ought 1 know, he has deſerved them 3 for in this Cloſe-fiſted Age, 
People are not apt to part with their Money, but on £ocd Conſiderations. Howe- 
ver I am pleaſed to hear that Charity or Gratitudecall it whick you will) is ſo great and 
General amongſt Proteſtants, and hope we ſhall hereby filence the Papsſts , upbraiding 
us for negleCt of Good Works : 1like a Chedder-Cheeſe (to borrow the Metaphor from a 
well known Author) never the worſe for being made Great by the Milk of the whole 
Pariſh; nor ſhall I ever envy any Mans growing Fat on the Alms-Basker. 

Ina word, I have as good an Eſteem for th: Aftive and Ingenious Squire DEſtrange, 
as I ought to have. And if (as: the Author of The Pacquet of Advice fron: Geneva, 
: | * Numb, 2. p. 10. affirms. He be one undoubtedly ſent 
* A Pamphlet lately ſuppreffed, by the from above to Att here in his Generation, for the great Good 
Order (as I am informed) of the Right Re Se L © ” 
Honourable and Reverend , niy Lord of his King and Country, and to be vere Malleus Rebelli- 
the Biſhop of London, as Scandalizing the #7? G Phanaticorum (which, I am told, ſignthes, a 
whole Reformation , under pretence A4awler of Rebels and Fanaticks ) 1 only will, he had 
- = BOL Pr wry ir Renee kept altogether to that work ; let him Mawl them O? 
of which was one Mc Prat eat £112 Gods Name, 2s longs be liſt til is Obſeraator: cut 
always not only a profefſed, but viru- {yell the Volumes of Bellarmie ;, and Icourge them 
lent Papift, and 1 never heard of his mM2re fcvertly than ever he did (as himiclt has told us) 
Cone" fion. the Wicked Cats that haunted his B:rd-Caze , that is, 

| till he has made them leave off their Rogueries. 

'But if he will abandon his Province, and pull me Head and Ears out of the Church of 
Englana, and not.only make me a Phanatick in ſpight of my Teeth, but alſo point me 
i as a Rogue, one that have forſworn iy ſe f agcamnſt nim: And that I cheated Her Majeſty 
with . Braſs Screws: and deſrgwd to defraud a Man of a T ankard, and made away wy Servant, 
and. ſent for him, the ſaid L*Eſtrange, t» the Old Dog-Tavern, ard then dinicd ir, with 
ſuch and ſuch horrid Oaths , when not a word of all this is rruc; 1 bope 1 way 
have leave to ſay——Your Worſhip ia theſe particulars 3s miſtaken 5 and to difabule the World 
therein, even in like publick manner ; ſince, as himſelf fays, O6ſervaror, Nitm. at, Nio- 
' thing but Print can anſwer Print. Beſides, Ihave his own Allowance, Obſervator 4570, Tow 
are at Liberty to ſhew the World my Errors, : 

' Now therefore to the matter——And firſt, the old Job of Braſs-ſcrews-——- That 
which Mr. L*Eft range affirms, 1s << That 1 being imploy'd to make an Arteperidrurr 
& to the Altar of Her Majeſties Chappel, did fraudulently either make Brats-ſcrews 
< and reckon for them-as Silver, or having made Silver , and being paid for them as 
& ſach, did purloin the Silver ones, and put Braſs ones, with only Silver Heads in their 
« ſtead ——Here's no leſs than Cheat, and Fclony, and Sacriedge, all Charg?d in a Lump, 
but where's the Proof ? As for thar, you have only the bare Suggeſtion of the Obſervaror : 
Now, though that Authors Opinion, when he taiks ot the Polzricks, may (for ought I 


know) be indiſputable, yer as to matter of Fact, it heſhal tell us, it Rains Butrerd Pay-. 


ſnips, and that the Thames is turned intoa diſh of Clouted Cream, when we ſee nothing 
but Szow falling, and /ce under-foot, he muſt excuſe, ſuchas wear Eyes about them, if 
they demur a little to the Belief of thoſe Miracles. 

or the Readers ſatisfaction; who pollibly may not be ſo well skilPd in Chappel-Furn- 
tare, as an Obſervator, that owns, he has been forty t4mes at Maſs 1 muſt here firſt_de- 
ſcribe what an Antependium is, viz. An Ornament ſet before the Front of the Altar, of which 
there are ſeveral ſorts, ſome more Kich for Great Feſtvals, ſome more Mean, for Ordi- 
nary times z ſome Mourning ones uſed, when Maſs is faid for Souls in Pureatory, which 
(ifI do not mifremember) is every Aonday z and accordingly theſe Antep<ndiums: are 
frequently remoy?d, as occaſion requires. | 

hat which I was concerned about, w5 a very Rich one, to be uſed on High days; 
And Dottor Godden, Treaſurer of Her Majeſties Chappel, by the means of Father James, 
(who was then my Confeſlor) implayed me,it being propoſed to me and Mr. 27. (a Ro- 
man Goldſmith in Fleet-ſtreet,) and both of us made Draughts or Aodels, which, the 
Doctor told nie, were preſented to the Qwcen, and Her Majeſty was Graciouſly pleated 
to approve of mize, and ſol was pitcht upon to doit ; the rather (as I believe,) for that 
the ſame Doctor told me, Mr. 24. ask*da 4th part more per Qunce, for Work and Faſhi- 
on, than I offered to do it for. : 


Being thus imployed, and having made a punctual Bargain at fixt Rates and Prizes, 


to wake an Antependium, and Iteps to the Altar, and two. large Flower-Pots ; I was 
furniſhed with a quantity. of old broken Silver belonging to the Chappel, which I 
| | ſpent, 


k 
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(47 
ſpent ſeveral days time and labour, in taking off from the Wood, &c. Which Sil- 
ver was intended both to ſupply matter for the Work to be done, and with it's over- 
plus to pay me for doing it, and- was all exactly wergh:d when delivered to me ; which 
was as near as I can remember, about the Moneth of Seprember, 1674. And 1 was en- 
joyned to finiſh againſt the Feaſt of our S4viours Nativity, ſo there was. 4 neceſſity 
to imploy more hands, (in fo large a piece of work) | than my own. and my 
Servants (yet the Obſervator ' objects as a Crime that: I did not. do it all my 
ſelf, whereas had I d2ſignd a Chear, I ſhould my ſelf have endeavoured.to do 
it al.) ButI cauſed the old Silver to be melted down by others, (who might be able to 
atteſt it) which, tho? I confeſs I did not do out of any foreſight, yer ?rwas happy for 
me, ſince otherwiſe I might now have been liable to a far greater ſcandal of Embaſin 
it, (a more tempting bait to nibble at, than this pedling buſineſs of a few Brafs 
Screws.) Having thus caugd it to be melted, and ſeveral Afjzys to bs made thereof 
at our Hall, (whereby it appeared not to be worth above four 5hillings an ounce) 
and ſhew*d them to Dottor Godder, (who T muſt tell Mr, £Z'Eftranze, was a perſon fo 
Faithful to Her Majeſties Intereſts, and in himſelf ſo Curious, Exact, and Sagacious, 
as not eaſily to be impoſed upon) He thereupon by a note nnder his hand,; (which l 
have yet to ſhew) dated Seprember 28, 1674. Allowed the overplus to me, towards 
my payment at four Shillings per Once, exprelling the Reaſon in theſe words ——T he 
courſneſs of the Silver, and . waſte (which was not ſmall) conſidered. 

The work going on, and Screws to fix the Silver to the Wood, which was to ſupport 
it, being requiſite, ſome few of thoſe Screws were at firſt made of Silver, but per- 
ceiving the Silver allow?d, was not like to hold out to be enough to finiſh the, work and 
to pay me, as was deſigned, I acquainted the Doctor and Mr. Plum (his. Man) and 
Mr. Compledykg, one of Her Majeſties Servants, therewith, withall advertiſing them ;, 
That I thought Screws of Braſs would be altogether as ſerviceable, and fo that Silver 
might be ſpared if they thought fit, only on the outſide to affix to. them thin Sil- 
ver Plates for heads to anſwer to the reſt of the Work, which they readily conſen- 
ted to, and fo thoſe few Screws made, were melted down and imploy*d in'the Work, 
and all the Screws made of Braſs, or if any one were left in by over-ſight,'?*tis more 
than I know. ER 

The Work being done, Mr. Plum ſaw it all weighed and ſet up, and ſome of the 
Screws being found to be too long, Mr. Smith (a Workman employed by me, and 
who made at leaſt ſeveral of theſe Braſs Screws) did cut off the ends to ſhorten them, 
and ſoon after came Doctor Godder himſelf, and would have it weighed again, ſay- 
ing, though he doubted not my word, and his Mans Relation, yet he could with more be 
rYance {attfe Her Aajeſty, when he- had ſeen it weighed himſelf and fo it was taken a- 
ſunder again, and weighed in parts, (the Brazen Screws being apparent before him, 
but not weighed, only the Heads of Silver reckon'd for, which' were weighed before 
they were put on, and being very inconſiderable, were not diſpnted) and fo the 
Work was ſent home to the Chappel ; and- tho?, the ſarpluſage of the Silver falling 
ſhort as aforeſaid, I was not fully paid according to the Bargain, yet conſidering 
how good a Miſtreſs I had of Her Majeſty, from whom'I, had almoſt work continual- 
ly ; and "nor doubting but in time I ſhould be fatisfied, it reſted all the years, 1675, 
76, 77, and 78. Towards the latter end of which laſt year, I having given a dif- 
covery of Juſtice Godfreys Murder, moſt of the Romans began tg, be very much my 
Enemies, and ſeveral Libels, As the Compendium, &c. were thi@wn' abroad; reflect- 
ing amongſt others on me; but ſtiil not a word of this matter, nor any hint of my 


| being an juſt or diſhozeſt man, before I forſook their Church. 


But, (almoſt eight years after the work done,) viz. the firſt of April ( the 
day Focls are wont to be ſcat on: Errands) 1682. Mr. L*Eſtrange the. firſt of all mer. - 
living (as far as I can learn) broacht this ſtory in Obſervator, Numb. 117. very ten- 
derly (forſooth) at firſt by way of Quzre or Advertiſement, but afterwards, as ſome 
Wty People, by heat of fancy, invent pretty Tales, and tell them ſo often, that at laſt 
they themſelves begin to believe them, ſo he grew more poſitive in the buſineſs; and 
now. Obſervator 471, is pleaſed to ſcoff at all choughts of Repentance for it, which yet I 
hope God will give him, e're he goes out of this World, or elſe his account 1s like 
to bz very dreadful in the next, for if for every idle word: we muſt anſwer, much 
more for forging and promoting Lies and Scandals, deſigned to Ruine our-Neighbour- 
-and allperſiſted in and boaſted of. | | nid - 

TIS TO 


* 
OL Ion nn noo entnge—Scw ere woe Ir SD EE In PA» 
— . _—_ - 


/ 


4:4 


Ih the can time, I ſhall firſt ſhew the «nlike/yhood of the matter thus charg?d upon 
me ; which againſt Nude Averments (tho? never ſo confident) is a ſufficient defence. 
Secondly, I- ſhall diſprove his ſuggeſtions by Teſtimony upon Oath; and undenia- 


: ble demonſtrations? 


Whera-man is falſly and maliciouſly attacqued with Calumnies, that which other- 
wiſe would be -inſufferable vanity, becomes neceſſity ; and. on that ſcore, 1 muſt crave 
the Readers excuſe for mentioning ſome Truths, which without ſuch a forc'd purr, 1 
would have been far enough from relating of my ſelf : As, "4 

1. That having now been a Trader towards twenty years, I dare appeal to all, 
that I have had Dealings with, (Papiſts or Proteſtants ) if they can juſtly ſay, I ever 
wrong?d them, or can' initance in any particulars, wherein they found me additted 
or inclinable to little ſharking Tricks, Tnjuſtice, - Fraud, or Over-reaching ? Nay 


whether on the other 1ide, it be not true, that amongſt the Roman Carholecks, ( with 


whom my chief Dealings lay, untill I lefr them,) 1 were not generally calPd by 


'the Name of Honeft Prance ? If any ſuch ill Practifes could haye been proved, as 


Mr. DEſtrange has not been wanting by his frequent Proclamations” to. invite Ac- 
cuſers, ſo I want. not Ill-willers, who would be glad of the opportunity, and you 
would @re this, have heard of ſome other Pranks beſides the Braſs Screws, yet no 


fuch thing has appeared. But on the contrary, even ſince I have renounced their 


Religion, Father Zewis the Jeſuit, and Father Haſlipp the . Monk (upon my hap- 
pening into their Company, when brought up' to Newgare,) did declare before ſe- 
yveral Witneſſes, that they always lookt upon me to be as Honeſt a man (ſpeaking 
as to my dealing) as any in the World; and this was ſpoken on a long experience too, 
for. with that Father Lewes (afterwards Executed upon a Conviction of Prieſthood in 
IVales) 1 had very conſiderable dealings in the way of my "Trade, now *tis very 
ſtrange, that 1, that had managed matters ſo ſquarely with all the reſt of my Cuſto- 
mers, 'ſhotld ſo baſely begin my Cheats upon Her Majeſty, who was the beft 14/treſs 


| I had, 'or could ever hope for, and whoſe Work (which was a conſiderable part of 


my Lively-hood) 1 muſt certainly expect to loſe, as ſoon as the Cheat ſhould be diſco- 
vered, which (as I ſhall prove preſently ) *twas impoſlible (had it been ſo) to conceal 
for a day. h | | 

. 2ly. Further, as to' my Integrity, and Scorning to grow Rich by Unlawful and diſ- 
honeſt gain; I might give ſeveral Inſtances; but I ſhall trouble the Reader only with 
Two; viz. Several years ago (about the time, as.1 remember, that I made this Antiper- 
dium) my Lady Gage loſt a Fewel, and long after, near half a year, when the Bills gi- 
ven out, on'the firſt miſſing it, were forgot, and the Lady deſpaired of ever hearing of 
it, this Jewel was proffered me, and I knew it worth about 45 /.. and might hafe had it 
for 101. but refleCting on the Parties readineſs to part with it on ſuch terms, and there- 
upon calling to mind the Bill, 1 ſtopt it, and reſtored the Jewel to the Lady. Now 
here might have been a ſecure Prize of 30. for the Reward in the-Bill was but ;5 1, (to 
the beſt of imy memory) and if I had bought it for 10/7. I might have made above 40o/. of 
it, and having taken out the Stones, there would have been little fear of. its ever being 
diſcovered , but [ deteſted any ſuch lewd deſign. And of this, that Honourable Lady, 
2 Reman Catholick, and whom I ſuppoſe yet living, will, I doubt not, afford me the Ju- 
ſtice of her Atteſtation to any that ſhall enquire. 


ed he hadiforgot tMMWarge me with ſome Ounces of Gold, amounting to about 12 /. 
and was ſo far from calling the ſame to mind, that he allow'd himſelf a Debtor for about 
that Value ; and ſo it muſt have paſs?d, had I not voluntarily ſhewd him his miſtake 
from my-Book. Now, that I, who uſed ſo much tenderneſs in theſe Caſes, ſhould 
thus impudently attempt to defraud Her Majeſty, will I ſuppoſe need ſome proof be- 
fore it be credited by Impartial men. | 

' Eſpecially, if they conſider me then a ſtrict and zealous Catholiok, ; for, that fo I 
was, I appeal to all that know me, being as Bigotted therein as any, and meerly on 
that ſcore, the Prieſts Kelly, &c. had the confidence to truſt me with their Wicked 
Intrigue againſt Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey. Now being thus Principled, tho? I had been 


© Since that, : rſh Accompt with one Mr. R:dge, upon our Reckoning I perceiv- 


ſo Immoral, as-to have wronged Perſons in other Caſes, yet *tis hard to think, I ſhould 


do it here, where fraud muſt become Sacriledge, and no leſs impiety than Robbjny 
that very Holy Altar, before which 1 ſo conſtanlty pay'd my Devotions, wherein the 
thoughts of the preſent inſtances of myCoſerage, mult continually upbraid and tortyre a 


# 


24 - 
_ . All this ſeyerally and jointly confidered, may amount at Jeaſt to a Violet preſumption, 
of the falfity of the Obſervators ſimple Alegation, to. any man, whoſe prejudices or inte- 
reſt have not made him reſolve to believe any Scandals, tho? never ſo unreaſogable, 
Fame, and blindly to fwallow, without chewing, any thing: he meets with in an 
, Obſervator: | 4 
For nothing can be more abſurd, than to- imagin, that F, thus. circumſtanc?d, fhoyld 
, be guilty of the Grand Cheat he would now fix upon me, fo contrary to the common 
. bent of my Inclinations, as well as juſtice, and ſo highly againſt all Gratirade. as well 
as the apprehenſions of Religion, and attended with ſach apparent. hazards and lidder 
a certainty of being diſcovered, and all this for ſo paltry 4 profit, as cevld be expected 
from ſuch a buſineſs; and-alfo when I had not the leaſt Temptations of wart to prompt. 
to itz for ®tis well known, that, by her Majeftics favonr and the intereſt I had with 
the Komarn Clergy, and Gentlemen of that perſwaſion, I had a. very Competent Trade, 
and the? 1 always liv'd freely for a Perſon of my condition, yet I tnay juſtly averr 
that when I fell into my tronbles in 78. 1 was worth a 1000. /. And no lefs was atteſted 
( as I have been Credidly Informed) to hts Majeſty and Councit by a worthy Gentleman, 
= in _— Commiſſion of the Peace, on his view.of my Shop, and Houſe, when I was 
rſt ſeized. | 
But the Ob/ervators ſaggeftions are not. only probable, but Notoriouſly falſe, which 
if 1 make appear by ſufficient Teſti-ony upon Oath, and reaſons. neceffarily Concluffue 
(than which two, I know not amongſt men any ffronger proof) I hope I ſhall convince 
Mr. Z Eſftrange, or at leaſt, the reſt of the World, that 1 am groſly abuſed and ſlande- 


Miles Prance Goldſmith, at his houſe in Princeſs-ſtreet near Covent Gut for the [pgce 


feen Doftor Godden (as ſhe was then told that was bis Name ) viewing. the fame © Aug the 

| the beads of ton 
Reckaned for, was Notorious not only to Mr, Prances Servants and Workmen, b=t to the 
Gentlemen before named, and ſeveral others of Her Majeſties Servants, who frequently came to 
view the ſame, being a very fine and extraordinary piece of work, which (together with ber. becug 
continually about the bouſe and fhop )- cauſed this Deponent to taks the more particular, 790- 
tice of, and better to remember the ſame, _ $7 


Jurat, Coram me 10 die Aprilis, 16392, 


John Frederick. 


The Obfervator, Numb. 129. undertakes 'to comment. after this manner, upon this 
Affidavit, and ſays, the Gentlewoman was 5mpoſed upon in the wording, ( which: is a Civil 
way of telling her, ſhe was perjur?d) for ſays he, ſbe declares fince, that by. ſeeing the 
Screws made, fi only 'meant after they were made—— Now whether ſhe did eyer ſo declare, 
T know not, but however if ſhe did, *tis nothing to the purpoſe, the eſtion in diſ- 
- puts not"belvg whetfler ſhe food by, all the while Tet] one of the Braſs Screws 5s 

maRR”$1 


 Sarab Billing. 


. tependium, 


ing the ſame Braſs Screws. - | FT | 
© The Obſervator alledges further, that This Affidavit was drawn from her upon pretence, 


” 


 niably evince the KL 
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(6) 
making, nor is it to be imagined ſhe could, ſince they were made at - ſeveral times; 
and pes by ſeveral hands. But whether I made, or cauſed them to be made 


clandeſtinly, and without the Privacy or Conſent of Dottor Godden and his Man Piwm, 
and Mr. Coupledyke, who were the lookers after the Work ; or chang*d them, after they 
were reckon'd for as Silver ;, now to this ſhe ſwears poſitively, that they all ſaw them, 
and that ſhe heard P/um and Conpledyke ſay, thoſe Brafs:Screws would do 4s well as Silver 
ones. ' But to take this off, Mr. ZEſtrange Obſervator, Numb. 126, tells the World, 
That Plum and Coupledyke had drank, mays pot of good Ale with me, — And what then Sir ? 
The Exciſe was paid, and the. good Wife that draw'd it, had 4 Liceyſe; and there- 
fore your Worſhip had nothing todo with it. Ale, eſpecially good Ale, is the old 
Catholick, drink, of England, had we Carouz2d in other Pwritanical Liquors, you might 
have been offended, and cryed out with little Doftor Edwards, | 

—— Theres Hereſy in Hopps, give Calvin Beer. 

But without fooling, who can think, but the Obſervaror (who trades much in Hines 
and Innnendo?s) intends by this Reflection to poſleſs his Readers with an Opinion, 
that this Plum and Conpledjke were Confederates with me in this buſineſs of the 
Screws, ſo that to ſupport the Scandal, here's two dead men muſt be expoſed as 
Drunkards and Treacherous Cheats to their Miſtreſs the Queen. | 
. But ſays he, they were no Orderers, as I aſſure you, Now one would wonder, 
this Gentleman who vows and ſwears ſo bloodily, that he never was at Sommer ſer- 
Chappel, ſince Wis Majefties Reſtauration, ſhould become ſo intimate with theſe two 
Men, as to know what Liquor they lov'd, and be able to aver F poſitively, that he 
can aſſure us, they were no Orderers But againſt ten thouſand of his Aſſurances, 
[tell him they were Orderers, as well as good Ale-arinkers; for they have ſeveral times 
given me Orders, and brought direftions for Work, and particularly about this Az 


Mr. LDEſtrange proceeds and ſays, That ſhe knows nothing, who imployed ' Prance, or 


_ that Braſs Screws were conſented to by the Perſons concernd ;, all which is utterly falſe. 


She ſwears the juſt contrary, and names in particular Doctor Goddin, Plum, and Cou- 


: pledyke, and tho? ſhe ſays, that ſhe then underſtood Plam and C oupledyke, were SOME of 


the Perſons that imployed Prance, ?tis not the leaſt ble-miſh to her Oath; for ſo they 


_ were mediately nnder Her Majeſty and Dottor Goader ; and ſeeing them frequently 


coming to enquire afcer the Work, and give directions about, and —_ it, &c. 
how could ſhe then think otherwiſe ? Yet ſhe ſays only, that ſhe underſtood them 


 to'be ſoire' of the Perſons, and preſently adds, that ſhe alſo ſaw Dottor Godden view- 


by 


that (ht was to be a Witneſs in a ſuit at Law, againſt a Woman that - had  Scardaliz2d 


"me, To which I anſwer, 1/#. That this is another contrived falſhood, there was 'no 
" ſich pretence 3 2ly. *Tis abſurd, for all the World knows, that Afidavits are" not 
” allowed in ſuch Suits, where the Witneſs is living and at hand, able to teſtifie viva voce. 
And © 3ly. ?Fis impertinent, for had it been ſo,- it concerns not the 77ath of what ſhe 
_ depoſes, whatever uſe” 1 intend to put it to. And I cannot fathom the Gentlemans reach 


in this Objection, unleſs it be to ſignifie, that the Gentlewoman being: a Romaniſt, 


' * might needs have ſich a kendneſs for him, that. ſhe' would not have teſtified the Truth, if 
« ſhe” bad kzdion' it would turn to his prejudice and confuſion; But if he had any ſuch thoughts, 


'F muſt do her the Juſtice as to acquaint the World, he was] groſly miſtaken ; for 
the Gentlewoman ſoon after, went -to him, the ſaid Mr. ZEſirange, andexpoſtulated 
with him about the Abſes put upon her in ſubſequent Obſervators, and amongſt the 
reſt, his affirming that ſhe had been »y Servant (which had it been true, had nothing 
impaired her Evidence) but the ſame was altogether ' falſe, for her Father honeſtly 
paid 157. a year for her Board, whilſt ſhe lay at, my Houſe. In which diſcourſe of 
hers with Mr. PEftrange, another paſlage happened, that might give ſome indications 
of that Gentlemans Temper : For ſhe rounding him *'up for broaching ſuch Falſe: 
Stories againſt me, . which .tended to the Ruine of my Family : He anſwered ( as: ſhe 


« has declared) That he diq-it 07 paypoſe to Rnine me, and wondered that SHE [he un- 
+ derſtood Het ty be. a Roman Carbolich.]- would appear in the behalf of ſuch: a Raskgl. 


* But beſides" this full proof'on' Oath, 'the Circrmſtances of theſe Braſs-Screws, unde- 
fibility 'of any intended, Fraud: For firſt, had 1 deſigned any 
ve been a Corjurer, (which 1 ſuppoſe the Obſervator does. not 


ſuch thing, 1 muſt 
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take ie for) beforel could have effeted the Cheat, and calt a A&/t before Peoples Eyes ; 
for bzſides that, *tis not pretended theſe Celebrated Screws were Gilt or Silvered over, 
but plain, op2n, viſible Braſs, only Silver heads to them on the .out-fide ; And beſides, 
that they were made abroad by my Work-men ; you are tonote, that the uſe of them 
was (as aforeſaid ) to fix the Silver Work to the Wood that upheld it, through which they 
came; and were there made faſt with N#ts, and the Antependium being a Moveable, on- 
ly uſed on Solemn Feſt;vals, and then ſer alide into the Sacraſtry, for which purpoſe, there 
were 0n the back-ſide two large Iron Handles to bear it away by, as often as the ſame was 
ſoremoved from the Altar ; theſe Braſs Screws were to be ſeen on that fide, as plain as 
the Iron Handles, or the very Noſe on the Obſervators Face : And I queſtion, whether I 
owe it not to the Gentlemans forgetfulneſs, that (when his hand was in) he did not alſo 
Charge me with Tranſubſtantiating theſe Handles into Tron, as well as the Screws into 
Braſs. 


2075045, not only to my Servants and Work-men, but tothe Gentlemen before Named, 
(viz. DoCtor Godden, Plum, and Conpledyke ) and ſeveral other of Her Majeſties Ser- 
vants———Now, though, in my Confinement 1n 78, andthe Hurry and Confuſion of my 


| Family on thar'Account , I had the unhappineſs to loſe a Shop-Book, which would more 


fully have demcnſtrated it ; yer by good Providence, I have one old Book ſtill remaining 
in my Caſtody, which enough Corroborates her Teſtimony ; there being entered a Me- 
mortal in theſe Words, viz. For « Braſs Screw for the HolyGhoſt, [_ A Figure in the An- 
tependium?)] 10 —6, that is weighing a Halfpenny weight and ſix Grains, being the 
Hand-writing of Thomas Evely, then my Servant, and lince Porter to his Grace, the late 
Deceaſed Duke of Norfolk; and though a Roman Catholick,, yet 1 have that Charity-to 
believe, he will not deny his ow Hand, which is ready to be ſhewn for any Gentlemans 
fatisfaftion. Wt | 

Nor do I doubt to Appeal to Doctor -Goddez himſelf,” who I hear 1s ſtill living, tho? 
he cannot be preſumed to have now any k2dneſs for me ;; yet 1 ſo much confide in his Ge- 
nerolity, Veracity, and Morality, as to believe, he would do me Rsght herein : Nor is. 
it credible, though I know not where that Doctor is, but that the Obſervator , who 
could with a wet Finger, bring Certificates from Salamanca in Spain , and has ſhewed 
his Correſpondence at Roar, and with a Foreign Miniſter of State about Hubert (legally 
Executed for. Firing London in 66) that he was not Guilty of that flagitious- Crime, for 
which. he Suffered, or was a Proteſtant, or Diſtratted, could not but as eaſily have found 
means to procure a Teſtimonial from Doctor Goader, had he not deſpaired of any relief 
from that Learned Gentleman. ES | TERS CHRY 

Let me add to this, That, when after the Antependium had been a conſiderable time 
in the Chappel, ſome of the Nurs were loſt; Her. Majeſties Servants have brought the 
Braſs-Screws to me, to make and fir new Nuts to them, which I think demonſtrates the 


Braſs-neſs of the Screws could-be no ſach new thing, as that Monſieur Cogaus (the Man, - 


the Obſervator means) ſhould with ſuch ſurprize, like a ſecond Archimedes , magnifie his, 
Diſcovery, and cry out———#Here's a damnable Cheat,, Braſs-Screws, &c. As you will find 
RomanCed, Obſervator 127. | | 
- The Gentlemans talk about Sodering of Braſs unto, or upon Silver, . and noiſe of Felony, 
or a Pillory, is altogether Impertinent here: *Tis true, to incorporate Braſs, or any 
baſe Meral with Silver, or to Soder it to Silver, .where?ris not viſible, as -in the Han- 
dle of a 7 _ or the like, is juſtly Criminal ; but to.adjoinor affix an Head of Silver 
©pen and vilible on a Screw or Pin of Braſs, or the like ; as.it carries nothing with: it of a, 


' Cheat, ſo neither is it in any way puniſhable z:.but daily praftigd, as in Looking-Glaſs- 


Frames, the Haftsof Knjves; and a thouſand ' other. things, ——And ſo much for 
Braſs-Screws. EDS MEG. YT ETIT PN a5 Rok Y | 
. Another matter the 0bſe-varor would ſeem willing to have believed, is, That a Tan- 
+4 which I laſt out of my Shop, being brought to me to have ſome.Bruiſes bzat out, was. 
after I had pretended the ſame was Stoln, found in my Wives Trunk. This is likewiſe 
abſolutely - Falſe, aud all the proof brought for it;is, The Obſervator, Numb. 120, ſays 
A Perſon being queſtioned by me for this Scandal, did npen bis Oath declare gny Servant ſaid--- | 
——-1 thank God, the Taukgrd I was ſuſpected for, was found in my Miſtreſſes Trunk, amongſt 
other Plare : Now what Evidence ſuch an Hear-ſay: from-an idle Boy 2:nounts to, Is left 


4 . 


to Conſideration. 
The 


The Gentlewoman, -as you have heard, Swears, that the Screws being Braſs, was no- 
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© Thevefy ſfameObſervator acknowledges, that I did in the year 1678, give out Bills of 
Notice, That this Tankard, mark'd at bottom R, B. and of ſuch value , was taken out 
of my Shop ; With an offer of Reward to the Diſcoverer, which is tre, and therein was 
alfo promiſed, That if any had bought it, I would reimburſe the' full value; and in 
getting theſe Bills Printed and PubliſtPd, and otherwiſe about it, I was out of Pocket 
above 20 s; Nowto what intent I ſhould do this, if indeed the Tankard were not Stoln, 
isaRiddle : Fot the Tankard was brought to my Wifeat my Shop, by a Servant of the 
Hoy ſe-ſhoe Tavern in Drury Lane, and fo the delivery eaſie eorathls conſequently 
ftoln or not ſtoln, loſt or only concealed, I was compellable by Law to make Satisfaltion 
for it 3 therefore foto hide it up in a Trunk, and yet to be at the Charge aforeſaid in 
Bills, muſt be Madneſs as well as Diſhoneſky. 

But; ſv far were both I and my Wife from any thoughts of defrauding the People of 
their Tankarg, that nothing was more upon her Mind and Endeayours in the higheſt 


Diſorder of our Troubles, than to make fatisfaCtion ; for, ſhe, having upon my Sei- 
| ſire, removed to one Madam Lees in the Pall-Mall, a Trunk wherein were Eleven 


Silver Tankards, and amongſt them, Two bought of one Mr. Srrickiing, which were 
not paid for, and another ſecond-hand one, which I had bought of a Gentlewoman 
living at a Dancing Maſters in Dukz-ſtreet, my Wife before Madam Lee took out the 
ſaid ſecond-hand Tankard, and two Tankards unpaid for, telling her, that a Tankard 
belonging to the aforementioned Tavern, was lately loſt at our Shop, and ſhe would 
not for the World, but it ſhould be made good, and therefore ſhe would allow them 


this ſecond-hand Tankard for it, tho? it were of better value, and return Mr. 


Strickleng his two Tankards again. But it being very late, Madam Lee perſwaded her 
not to carry them that night, and ſo the buſineſs reſted till after I had my liberty, 
and then I gave the Tavern arother Tanksrd in lieu of theirs, which had been Io ſtollen, 
and the beforementioned Tankard which had been in my Wifes Trunk, (and which 
muſt be the Tankard intended by the Boy, if he did ever talk at fuch a rate, for all 
the- reſt were ew ones) I fold to one Mr. where the Owners of the other may 
eaſily fatisfie themſelves, whether it be the ſame. | nn 
\ But the Obſervaror, not content with buzzing this ſenſleſs Scandal, would infinuate 
further, as if 1 made away that Servant of mine ; for thus he puts the queſtion———-. 
Bit what beexme of this Prentice > And ſhapes an Anſwer thus—=The report of the Neigh. 
bitrhoo# is, That (tho te was not out of his Apprenticeſhnp) they never. heard of bim ſme. 
?Ths trite, Obſerontoy 126, fays, this imports no more than that be bad left the -Neighbour- 
hood, and that by ll the other Story, 1 was not accuſed of ſaying a Tankard was ſtoln, 
when it was n0t 3 But then I pray, to what purpoſe were theſe Stories told in Print ? Is 
it Hot the ſaal Artifice of a Baſe and Cowardly Malice, to caſt Scandals and Ca- 
kimnits 'on thoſe they have a ſpight againſt, by ſly Ants and Infinuations, ſome- 
fires 'by Teeminig prazſe, ſometimes by pretended good wiſhes, ſometimes by dark Jtems, 
&c. All which wound as deep, and both more certainly, and rremediably, than the 
ri6ſt broad facd Aſperſions: Thus the ſame Obſervator Numb 127, affirms, he has nor 
charg'd 'rme with changing the Screws. Here I appeal to all ſerious Readers, if this be 
not the groſſeſ# ſhuffling and prevarication, for what then is it he wad be at ? Or to 
what intent has he amuſed the World with all this Buſtle and Clamour ? But I 
think Mr. DEfranges Deſign herein is ot #»kzomn. And I am furel have in my 
Trade-deeply felt (tho? moſt canſeleſly and unjuſtly) the Effetts ont. And I know no 
Man that -can promiſe himſelf ſecurity from having his Reputation fly-blown with the 
moſt d#nable Scandals, if he-happen to fall under the Obſervators diſpleaſure, and ſuch 
lewd Pradtiſes be ſuffered to' paſs A —_— | | 
And now to the Otd Dog-Story, which as the Obſervator tells it, runs thus, That I, June 
16. 1682, ſent to Sar?s Coffee-houſe for Mr. ZEſftrange to that Tavern (which he will 
have to be with a deſign of ſome horrid Plot againſt him) and ſoon after, he being 
4 Man of foreſight, not thinking fit to come, bat ſending ſome Friends, I with 
moſt Wicked Oaths and Imprecations denyed that 1 ſent for bim 


to prove by the Teſtimony of three Boys of the Wonder-Tavern ; how they were in- 
duced to'give it, 1 will not enquire at preſent, but can-prove ſome of them have ſince 
difowned ir. | FT | 

- But the Truth of the matter -was thus, 1 and one Thomas Jermuings a Cloth-drawer, 
a very Honeſt man, and Ingenious above moſt of his Quality, but frolickgome, and apt 
to Droll, went to the Old Dog Tayern, and having ſeated our ſelves 1n the Xijschrn, 
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This he undertakes 
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(no very fit Room for carrying on an Intrigue ) Jennings having an' occaſion to ſpeak 
with one, whom he thought might be at Sam's Coffee-honſe; ordered ' one Thomas Farris 
a little Boy in the Houſe, (who has: ſince own*d himſelf not-to be aboye +2: years old, 
tho? Thompſon advanced him to 20.) to go thither to Ak, for him, and knowing, Mr. 
LEſtrange frequented that Coffee-houſe,: and what a kindneſs he had for me, merrily 
added-—Tf he be not there, I:quire for Mr. qr gy and tell him here are one. or two 
world ſpeak with him.——— And tho? he ſpoke it with ſuch an 47 of Droll, that it might 
be eaſily known to be wholly Fe, nor was it imaginable-a perſon. of Mr. LEſtranges 
figure would on ſuch a ſlight Invitation, without ſending any Name, regard it,.yet the 
Meſſenger being a raw Boy, not finding the Perſon he firſt ast for there, very for- 
mally (it ſeems) diſpatcht the latter part of his Meſſage, and Mr. ZEſtrange being in the 
Coftee-houſe, and perhaps underſtanding from the Lad, I was in the Company, preſent- 
ly after, ſeveral Perſons came to us from Sam?s, and began to quarrel with me for 
ſending for Mr. LEftrange ;, which I being wholly innocent of, as earneſtly, as juſtly 
denyed, 1 having never had the leaſt thought of any ſnch matter z; For asI had no Buſineſs 
with the Gentleman, ſo I had little reaſon to deſire his Company ; but: that I uſed any 


\ſuch Oaths and Imprecations is falſe z And tho? of all mankind the Obſervator may be 


the unfitteſt to upbraid any body with. ſwearizs, 1 ſhall here ſubjoyn the Afidavit of 
the ſaid Fernings, who fat cloſe by me during all this time. | 

; Thomas Jennings,C:t:zen and Haberdaſher of London, maketh Oath,that on Friday the 16th. 
of June Laſt about ten of the Clock, in the Evening, this deponent went with Myr. Miles 
Prance to the Old-Dog Tavern within Ludgate, and ſate down in the Kitching, with him, 
and this deponent ſent one Thomas Harris (Servant to Mr. Allen, that keeps the ſaid Tavern } 
70 Sam's Coffee-houſfe, to.enguzre for a friend of this Deponent,, that he heard was there, and 
zf he was not there, to enquire for ove Mr. Roger L'Eſtrange, to tell him, there was one or 
two would ſpeak, with him, and ſome time after there came three or four perſons from Samys 
Coffee-houſe, into the aforeſaid Kitching, where Mr. Miles Prance and this Deponent were, 
and began to quarrel with Mr. Prance, and uſing provoking words to him, to know his Reaſon, 
why he ſent for Roger L*Eſtrange, which he denyed he 3d, but not with ſuch Imprecations, 
as, by God's wounds, and by Gods Blood, and God dam? me, as this Deponent to the beſt 
of his knowledge heard, who was in the ſame Kitching wth Mr. Miles Prance' all. the time ;; 
this deponent ſaith further, that he Enquired twice of the aforeſaid Thomas Harris (that 
he ſent ) whether he ever heard 44r. Miles - Prance ſwear ſuch Oaths, who demed,” he ever 
did, (as. I, this deponent can ;prove by witneſſes.) + LOANS 


Thomas Fennings. 
Jurat, 8, die Auguſti. 1682, | | ; 
Coram Job Charlton. 
For further Confirmation hereof, if the Atteſtation of a dying man may add any 
weight, this Mr. Jennings, being ſince dead in May 1683, during his ſickneſs, he vo- 


luntarily Endorsd the aforeſaid Afﬀidavit with his own hand, which is known to hun- 


dreds, (for the man was acquainted with Perſons of moſt Conditions, in this City) and 
ready to be produced, to any that deſire it , in theſe words. 


March the 7th. 168: 


do Atte 


I Thomas Jennings being in a weakly ſtate of Body, not knowing whether I ſhall live a week, 
ot ſt, all that T have 7 fu on the other ſide, before Sir Job Charlton 5s truth, witneſs my 
and, { | | 


Hs | Thomas Fenningy. 
Written in the preſence of | 


Fohn Horton. 


Robert Pimm. 


C30 ) 

And on this Iſſue, I muſt leave this matter,(there?s no fence againſt a Flail) tis plain 
we werein a Tavern Kitching, the Boys fay, I ſent for Mr. DE{zrange(the moſt impro- 
bable thing in Nature) and then deny'd zt with Oaths. Mr. Fennings ſwears, that he ſent 
for him;and,not I,and on his death-bed Confirms, that, he, who fat next to me, heard 
me not Uſe ſuch Lewd Oarths, as they pretend, and that the Chief witneſs difown'd i t af- 
terwards, which is farther probable, in that none of the Perſons ſent by Mr. LEſtrange, 
and whom I diſcourſed, who might fure have taken notice of it, .as\ well as 2 or 3 
Ubiquitary Drawers, have appeared to Atteſt.it.——And thisI think enough at pre- 
ſent for that Buſineſs. TEN 

Another thing that Mr. PEfrarge often harps upon, is, That I ſhould Swear he was a 
Papift, and this he makes to be the ground of his quarrel with me: Now, if I never 
Swore, nay, never ſo much as Said any ſuch thing, ?tis then plain, that either Mr. 
LEftrange has ſome other deeper and important deſign, in his continual Out-cries, and 
baiting me thus, or elſe, that he has troubled the World with ſo many ſheets of Railing 
upon no Provocatiom, and to as little purpoſe. | 


The words of my Affidavit were as follow. 


Midd ff. He Information of Miles Prance, taken upon Oath, the 25th of Oftober, 1680, 
before the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon, and the Earl of Craven, 
two of His Majeſties Fuſtices of the Peace, for the ſaid County. 
This Deponent ſaith, That about three years ſince, be ſaw Mr, Roger L'Eſtrange three or 
four times kneelins at Maſs im the Qucens-Chappel. | 
| mpg | Miles Prance. 


Here's not one word of his being a Papiſt, for he might have come out of Curioſity 
to obſerve whether the Ceremonies here, were the ſame with thoſe in other Maſs-Houſes 
beyond the Seas, where he acknowledges he has been at that Idolatry forty times, or, it 
maybe, being a Lover of Mulick, he came only to hear the delicary of the Voices ; what- 
ever oravght him in thither, there he was, let him proteſt never ſa. mach, and write 
athouſand Obſervators tothe contrary * He fays, indeed, I could not fay, I faw him re- 
celve;*tis yeryright;and fo I told His Majeſty,and the Honourable Lords of the Council 
for I ſaw no ſuch thing, and therefore I Swore to no more than | ſaw; ?tis the fairer Ar- 
gument, that what 'I Swore was Truth. OP 

But as I never Swore, ſo neither did [| ever Say, he was, or is a Papilt ; for I muſt a- 
vow, I do not know what Religion the Gentleman has been, is, or may be of, nor whe- 
ther he have any Religion at al. IConfeſs, I have ſeen him ſometime ſince he was que- 
ſtioned about being a Papilt, at his Pariſh-Church, and once-met him at the Blefled Sacra- 
ment z (to which he came, under ſuch Circumſtances as might juſtly make any ſenſible 
man tremble) but I have not met with any of the Pariſh that can ſay , That they ever ſaw 
him art Sacrament, or Church in times paſt ; though he had liv*d, I believe, a dozen 
years before the Diſcovery of the.Popiſh Plot, in.that Pariſh. - | 

But it wil be objected, There is a Book with my Name to. it, and wherein this Aﬀida- 
vit of mine is recited, and the Title, L*Eſtrange a Papiſt ; The Matter of the Book own ; 
but that Fitle was added by the Book-Seller ; for all the. Title I intended was, Depoſti- 
ons and Animadverſions upon Roger LEſtrange, Eſq, as evidently appears under my Hard. 
on the left-Hand Page of the Title, and 1n the firſt Page of the Book, and in ſevera 

places of the Animadverſjons, and expreſly, fol..13. in, theſe Words ——- Whether Ar. 
L*Eſtrange be a Papiſt or no, 1 will not determine, 


The other Afiidavits there mentioned, are as follow. 


Midd. as Ke E Information of Lawrence Mowbray, taken upon Oath the 25thof Ottober,, 
| 1 630, Before the Right Honourable the Earl of Clarendon, and the Earl of 
Craven, two of His Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace far the. ſaid, County. 


This Deponent ſaith, That about the firſt or ſecond Sunday, in. Fare, 77. An Ac- 
quaintance of one Anderſon (which Anderſon was Servant to Mr. Allaben in Grays-Inn) 
being with him in the Qzeens-Chappel, falured, immediately atftef Maſs, a Perion, whon; 
he told this Deponent, was Mr. /PEftranye, who Licenied Books. This Deponent faith, 
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that he hath once ſince ſen the ſaid Mr. L*Eftrange at Maſs in the Queens-Chappel, and 
ſaw him tobe the ſame Man he formerly ſaw there. | or FA 
This Afidavit was voluntarily made by Mr. Mowbray, and 1 knew. nothing that be 
world or could ſwear it, til] he had done it. ; | 


The Information of Richard Fletcher of Sr. Vedaſt ahies Foſter, Loiidop, Phyſician, 


Who faith, That about 3 years ago,he metRoger DEſtrange,Eſqzat theHalf-MoonTavera 
in Cheap-ſide, about Licenſing a Book Intituled, The Works of Geber, 'an Arabian Prixce, 
and Philoſopher, and gave Mr. L'EſtrangeaGuiney for his Licenſe ; anda Dilcqurſe hap- 
pening about Religion ; Mr. LEſtrange sked,; of what Religion this Infarmant was ? 
Who anſwered, A Catholick, - L*Eſtrange Replyed ; 4re you a Roman C atholick ? This 
Informant anſwered, That was Nonſence ,, Catholick, being Vniverſal, and not tobe Circume. 
ſeribd. Then DEſtranee bid this Informant explain himſelf. 1 anſwered, That Faith, 
that wrought the Fear of God and todo Regen doth declare thoſe that art of the. Catholich, 
Church, which 1 rake to be rhe Church of England. Mr. D?Eftrange then declared hi 
to be a Catholick of Ro-ze, -and to believe the Faith of that Church, and told this Infops 
mant, that his Definition was. too large. This Informant then asked the ſaid LEſtray Ki 
Whether the Pops were *the Head of that Church, of which he acknowledged himſelf a 
Aember ? Who anfwered, He was, and hoped ©re long, many others would return ta that 
Church, or tothat effeft, and further faith not. IS wt; | | 
This Mr. Fletcher was to me altogether a Stranger, nor can I imagine, why he ſhould 
come in to Teſtifie ſuch a thing, if it were not-true ; but for my own part tis plain, 
I ſwore no ſuch matter, as that Mr. /Eſtrange was a Papiſt,nor will I trouble my fat. about 
it; at his own everlaſting Peril be it. Porn; 

There is yet another Scandal brought, Obſervator, Numb. 226, with this. Ticle---Praxce 
Cures the Kings-Evil ;, where he tells a Story, That, offering a. Woman a Pint of Wine, 
ſhould tell her, ſhe had the Evil, and. Sware by G I bad Cured ſeveral Fami- 
lies my ſelf of .that ſaid Evil, by the great Faith I have in the King, that I could da. any thing 


at Court, and that if ſhe had ever a Neghbour ſhe would joblige, 1 would fee it dang. And then 


ſhould ſay to her, Come, prizhee let me ftrokb thee a littk, &c. Now ſuppoſe it had been 
true, that; I had play*d the Fool to talk atthis —_—_— conceive, it. would nat have been. 
abſolutely neceſſary to the preſervation either of C 


ſome Neighbours being at the Horſe-!hoe, a Woman that was alſo a near Neighbour, hap- 
pening to came in, 1 askt her to drink, ſhe began to complain to my Wife, - how 
{he was troubled with the Evil; I adviſed her to. be touched by his facred Majeſty, 
which ſhe ſaid had been done, I replyed, then I doubted you have not Faith, but for. 
my own part, I verily believe, that thouſands by that means have received Cure, and 
thereupon told her, how once an acquaintance of mine, that was of a contrary O- 
pinion, and had argued againft me, as if there were nothing in it, but conceit; it 
pleaſed God ſoon after to viſit Him, his Wife, and Child, all with the ſame Diſeaſe; 
then he was willing to apply himſelf toHisMajeſties healingHands,and I was an inſtrument 
to facilitate their acceſs, and they were all three in a very ſhort time after Cured, which 
Relation isa known Truth, and the Parties ſtill living to juſtifie it. Therefore told. 
the Woman ſhe ſhould have Faith; this was all that paſ9d (my Wife and ſeveral others 
being all the while there.) There was no ſwearing, no boaſting, that I had Cured ſeye- 
ral Families my ſelf, or that 1 would do any thing at Court, nay, nor no Killing, nor no 
ſtroking in the caſe ; ſo that here are at leaſt five notorious Lies all on a heap in one 
Column, and yet he Challenges the World to inſtance his miſtakes in 479 Papers, But 
it may be, the Informer was to blame; for a dull 1 ool of a Razor-maker happening to 
bein Company, tho? he drank moſt of the White Wine calld for by che Woman, yet 
refaſing tg pay his Club, was taxt for ſpnging, who, in revenge, *ris like, ran to Mr. 
LEſtrange with a Tale, and added as much as his forry invention could furniſh, and the 

Man of Obſervations the reſt. | : | 
Now, wha can but bluſh,to ſee a Gentleman of his Parts and Figure, a man of the Age 
of threeſcore and ten or thereabouts, if not. upward, a Perſon that belides Quevedo and 
Politicks, has read Senzca*s Morals and Cardinal Bona, to ſee, 1 fay, ſuchan one ſpend- 
is the laſt minutes of his Life in blowing of Sope bubbles, in exerciſes more Childiſh, 
but o2ly ſomewhat more miſchievous than Taw andSpan-farthing ; andinmaking bimſalf 
EY '& 


urch or.State, that Mr. LPE/trauge. 
ſhould take the pains to Print it. But the whole Truth was thus, 1 and my Wife and. 
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# Common Pack-Morſe to bring to Town two of. three times a Weekin Form.and Method 
the idle Tales of every malicious Cockscomb, and in Printing Stories that carry. neither 
Fruthnor Salt with them, but. would be a Diſgrace to the very Converſation of a 
Goſliping. | | | | | my 

And now, I thought; as in pag.35. I had done,and thatthe Screws, the Tarkard, and the 
Old Dog-Story, &c.. had been competently accounted for, and the firſt Yolame of the 
Obſervators enough explained, as far as I am materially concern'd ; for, as my proteſta- 
tion was before receiving of the Holy and Blefled Sacrament,(which I here. again.moſt fo- 
lemnly avow to be in all points true) I think it not. neceſlary to repeat any thing further, 
fiti _ceall that the-Obſervator has Teplyed thereunto, will appear to every conſiderate Rea- 
der. altogether ſham and prevaricatiov. And asI am not at leiſure to play; the fool with 
the Obſervator, meerly for Company, ſo I ſhould loſe by the Game; he getting Money (and 
perhaps Love and Credit with fome people) for abuſing. of . me; whereas I mult de- 
tend my ſelf- wholly at my own Charge, and have no ſmall difficulty vo geta few [0- 
cent Sheets printed, ſuch is the dread of his Name, whilſt he, beſides the Elemoſynary Gui- 
nyes in abundance, makes a Revenue weekly, by flurting out Papers filPd (amongſt other 
things, with which I meddle not) which moſt egregious Scargals upon me, deſigned for 
the Ruine of my ſelf and my Family. - F | | 

But ſtill here's new Matter, an Obſervator of the Second Volume attacques me 
I find I am to be made a continual Subject of Mr. DEſtrange's Wit and Malice,. an ever- 
laſting Incom to Madam Broom and her Author ; And as a pleaſant Lady defied her Gal- 
lant to frame a Letter, barring him only the uſe of half a ſcore Modiſh-Words [ As 
Flames, Divinity, Paſſion, Stars, Darts, &c.] ſol ſcarce know, whether it be poſſible 
for Mr. LEſtrange in his preſent mood; 40 Compoſe-an Obſervator without mention of, or 
ſome ſquint-RefieCtion upon Oats or Prarnce. _ | | 

But let us review the Paper, and I think. the faireſt way. will be, to Tranfcribe 
it, and only add a few Notes. , _— | 

"FB The Obſervator, Numb. 8. 

With the leave of Myr. Claxton the Phanatical Tayler in Exeter Court. - This is 
Miles Prance*s Obſervator ? Ys | { 

This is the Contents of the Chapter, after a new Faſhion; the Parade to the 
Prize. The dreadful hundred-handed Gyant of #:gh-Holbourn, armd, with more 
Quills than a Porcapinc, ts ſetting himſelf-in Battel Array againſt 'the Taylor of 
Exeter Court, and reſoly'd to confound 4 mar of Faſhion. Behold how Indignation 
ſparkles at his Eyes, like a Turky-Cocks at the ſight of a Red Herring, How Grim 
Wrath, more fierce than a School-Maſter's, ſits upon his ſtorming Brow, and he breaths 
nothing but Fire and Tow, Then, wo to the Knight of the Thimble and all his 
Holſt ? | cake | 


/ 


Fly Claxton | F ly, the Obſervator comes, 
Beating his: Printers Balls fox Kettle-Drums, 
And mounts at thee the Dead-doing Gun from Bromses. 


Why, Phaxatical Taylor? The man I. believe will be found as much a Church» 
man as Mr. DEſt1 auge——But he muſt and ſhall be a Pharatick, for as yowl. hear 
preſently, he was ſach an impudent Heretick, as to talk againſt Tranſubſtantiation, 
even over againſt Sommerſet-Houſe-ſtairs, 

Trim. Dow't you kzow one Mr. Claxton, a Taylor in Exeter Court yorder by Exeter 
Exchange. 

Obſerv. Tes, yes — 

[Hold, 1 am afraid this is a Whisker, ſor I believe, the Obſervator knows Clax- 
ton no more than the Pope of Rome- but let's go on] ———4 great Crony 
of Miles Prance [no more his Crozy, than the little Bodzes- Maker, that carried this 
idle Tale, is to Mr. Z'Eſtrange, whom he then affirmed to have ſeen but the day 
before]They were at the Grecian Coffee-houſe together, #pon Saturday laſt, in Catherine- 
ſtreet againſ# Sommerſet-Houſe-ſtairs, [very true] 4nd they went afterwards ts Hudſons 


Coffee-houſe in Drury Lane [right again; for I love to acknowledge all the Truths 


yy 


I find in an Obſervator, they arc fo Rare. | 
'Trim. 7 heard %m upon a diſcourſe of Tranſubſtautiation, [1 told you why he branded 
the Honeſt. Man for 4 Phanatick] one would not think ,, that Two plain Fellowes —_— 
4 talke 
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calk, ſo ſhrewdly about Religion. [Your Worſhip muſt excuſe me: for ſince I left the 
Roman Church, I: have read the . Bible, whereby I find not only Tranſubſtartiation to 
be a meer Fiction, but alſo that back-biring and ſlandering are very grievous fins, and 
without Repentance damnable. Let me beg of you to read that Good Book, which, 
if well heeded, will profit you more than all your Colletted Guinneys.] 

Obſerv. Oh! There's no body underſtands the Tranſubſt antiating (as a body may ſay) 
[pray obſerve by this Parentheſes, how tender the Gentleman 1s, leſt he ſhould pro- 
fane that accxrſed word, which has been the occaſion of deſtroying above a Mition 
cf Bodies, and God knowes how many Millions of Souls] of Silver into Braſs, better 
than Prance. [ This Scandal is already Anſwered] And then Claxtons, Old Dog at 


. the light within, But Prie afraid Prance®s Religion will never carry him ro Heaven, for 


he*s almoſt always ſo damnable Drunk, that the narrow way will hardly hold him. [As 
to my being almoſt always Drunk, ?ris only - an Obſervatoriſms, that is, a Scandal 
without proof or pretence 5 not that I will Phartfaically excuſe my ſelf from a Vice 
which in this Age 1s grown almoſt Eprdemical, and not to take up one?%s.Cups freely, 
is enough to brand one with the Title of a Phanatick, And thoſe that ſhall peruſe 
the Obſervators Writings, ſhall find him elſewhere Apologizing for ſuch Debauchees ; 
but as to my, own Gzilt or Innocence this way, I appeal to my Neighbours and 
thoſe I convers'd with for five years paſt; in the mean time I doubt not but the 
Chriſtian, Reader will be aſtoniſht to find Mr. ZEftrange whilſt he's charging me with 
Drunkenneſs, at the ſame time walloning himſelf 1 Profaneneſs, by ſuch an unſeemly 
and irreverent abuſe in ſcurrilous Drollery of the words of our bleſſed Saviour — ſtraight 
is the Gate, and narrow 1s the Way, &c.} , 
Trim. Come, come, keep a goed Tongue in your Head, (g00d 'advice, but I am affraid 
the Obſervator will never obſerve it] For Mr. Claxton I can tell ye is a riſing man, 
Come to me at 8 a Clock, to morrow morning, ſays Mr. Prance, ( on Sunday that is) and thou 
ſhalt takg meaſure of myWife,my Daughter, and ny Coen ; Miles Prance ſays it,and thou ſhalt 
have my Cuſtow,Claxton, ['this is Mr.ObſervatorsDream,1 never talkt of /ife,or Cozen,or my 
Cuſtom, only 1 might perhaps bid the man come oe/orning, and take meaſure of my Dangh- 
er, that being the only buſineſs I had with him ; but ſince the Ob/ervator- is become ſo 
great a Zealot for the ſtrict obſervation of the Sabbath, I being a plain Fellow, and hefo 
great a Caſuiſt, would gladly be reſolv*d; which is the greateſt Sin——Suffering a Tay- 
lor to take Meaſure at 8 a Clock, (and ſo before Divine Service) on a Sunday, or imploy- 
ing (and upon the matter inforcing)a Printer to work the greateſt part of that Sacred 
Day ? And as to my ows keeping thereof, I dare appeal to the Reverend Dottor 
Sharp (in whoſe Pariſh both 1 and Mr. DEſtrange dwell, and whoſe worthy pains in 
the Miniſtry, I can never enough acknowledge, and-to the reſt of that Pariſh, which 
of the-two, Mr. L”Eſtrange or I have moſt conſtantly frequented Divine Service, or 
been oftneſt at recejving the Holy Communion there ?—— Bar let us:go on with the 
Obſervator,]— This was mighty kind!y taken, let me tell ye, andif Mr.. Prance goes on 
with acertain vuſineſs this Term ,, Mr. Claxton will ſtand by him as far as 100 1. goes, 
for bis Civility. | 
Obſerv. And what may that Buſmeſs be ? | | 
Trim. He*s reſold to try a touch with you about the Soandal of the Screws, you'd give an 
Hundred Guinneys .Compoſitzon for it, with all your heart, he ſays , (This is ſtill the dreams 


_ of the Obſcrvator, he firſt Charges Claxron with Champerty and Maintenaire, Crimes 


highly puniſhable by our Laws, and then Avers, that I ſhould ſay, He (that is, the Obſer- 
vator) would give mea 100 Guinneys Compolition.. *Tis moſt true, I believe that his 
Papers (1 niean wherein I am Concern'd) are moſt. juſtly Inditable for Z:bels, and 
beſides the Author anſwerable on an Attion of Scandal, but that I then 'threatned it, or 
had any diſcourſe tending that way, is” falſe; what if formerly, I declind ſuing him 


on Advice, of a good old Proverb, or what if I ſtill have a mind,'to be'reveng'd on him | 


by forgiving -him, the Gentleman is not to preſcribe to me, either the tne or meaſures, 
I ſhall take for Righting my ſclf. (4 
Obſery. Tes, yes, I heard as much, [from whom 1: beſeech yoa?] and that he bad 
a Guinney for an Halter for. nie, [*cwas'ill hfsbandry, a Two-penny one, would ſerve-as 
well] 4d ſo Prance and Claxton took their Turns at the Ribaldry, [and you and your Spies 
were nobly 1imploy*d,to make Obſervators owt, while a ſplay-fa&d Animal that was there, made 
athird man, and gave a wry-mouth,- Amen tot: (This latter Clauſe may ſerve as an Index 
of Mr, LEftranoes Conſcience, Reſpect to Truth, Honeſty, and Common _ ſince 
R's E , __ therein 
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therein with an Unmannerly Buffuorry, beitows the Language of his oft Gited Authors; 
Weſtern Barg-men, upon 4 Gentleman of as come}y a Perſon, as good Quality (ſetting 
Commiſſur aſide) and I believe, I may fay, as fair an Efate as himſelf; {o over credulous he 
is to Keports, and fo raſh, in flinging abroad his Squibbs and Scandals ih Print, without 
the leaſt Colour of Truth, any appearance of Reaſon, or pretence of Proyocation : For 


| the truth of this matter was thus, Claro and I did go into the Grecian Goftee-Houſe, 


and fat Chatting there for ſome time; two ſtrange Gentlemen in the Room, beitg 


officiouly informed, (as 1 underſtand) of my Name, did, it ſeems, Eves-dropour talk, | 


and at laſt Removed to us, and began to quarrel with me, : about Mr. I 2- 
ledging that, 1 ſhould ſay, 1 would give a Guinney for an Halter for him; Tho? 1 do hot 
know, nor to the beſt of my Remembrance, believe; that I faid any ſuch thing ; hereapon 
words being mutually Bandied, and arorher matter (of which by and by) falling into 
debate, 'the Gentlemen grew {o furious, that one of them threatnet to Cane mc, and 1 
obſerving, he had never. a Cane, and nnwilling a Gentleman - ſhould loſe his Humour, 
Civilly profer*d him mine, but he was not pleagd to make uſe owt, and fo Claxton and 
I went out of the Houſe, as ſoon after the ſaid two .perſons .alſo did. And tho? they 
were, and are altogether Strangers, to both of us, yet by their Garb and Meen, I take 
them ſtill to be Gentlemen, and conſequently, do not believe, they were the Ob/ervators 
Aercuries, but rather think that the lirtle dapper Bedarce-maker,' (who pollibly had no 
better Imptoyment,) might be the Obſorvators Intelligencer, only this is to be Noted, 
that whilſt the rwo akyown, were Railing and Upbraiding me, with ſeveral ſtories, 
which I ſuppoſe, they*had taken up, meerly on the Credrs of an Obſervator, . there hap- 
pening to be in the Room, by Chance, one Squire Penny, (and who was, ifhe till be not 
a Roman Catholick,) he was Generoully pleated, to ſtand up, and fay to this Effett—— 
Gentlemen I have krzown Mr. Prance for 20 years and. above, and never krtew, or heard that 
ever he wrong?d Man, Woman, or Child: For his late Athions, 1 have nothing to ſay, T1 pry 
him;  meerly for which Civil Atteſtation of truth, from a Gentleman, "that had known 
me from my youth, My. Obſcrvatir falls foil upon him with the foverty Epithets -of 
Splay-facd, Wry-month'd, &c, Now if this be ſafterable, 1 know not ay Gerelendh that 
can be ſafe from being expoſed at the like,'or a worſe tate im Print, if he do not 
quickly Fee the Obſervaror with a Preſent. s 4 

But Mr. Op/ervator, that feigns fo inany things as ſaid there which were not, <6tnits 
one matter which was the chief ſabject of our Debate, which was, whether Mr. Z'E- 
ftrange did not hand- the Paper, Intituled THE LORD PETRE's LETTER, to the 
Prefs.(which -no 'donbt this Informers told him of, as well as the reft, ahd 1 believe 
"twas tbat put him thto ſuch 47 hear, tho? he prudently declines to mention at) ifor 1 
did rell the Gentkemen, that 7 heard, and doubted not to prove, that Mr, Brad/ 
in Bartholomew Cloſe, who - Printed the Letter, had declared that Mr. JPEſtrange broupht 
or-ſent the fame to him to be Printed, but withall gave him 'inſtroCtions or 20 Print this 
(the ſaid Mr. Braddils) name'to it : Now 1f this ſhould happen to be true, that Mr. 
L*Eſtrange was the occafion bf publiſhing that Paper, wherein all our worthy Pro- 
teſtant-Writers, (and amongſt them, the moſt Learned KING JAMES, and the 
Right Reverend the preſent Biſhop of Lzizcoln) who have charg'd the Church of Rome 
with holding and teaching the Doctrine of Depoſinz and taking up rms -againſt,, and 
Murderins of Heretical Kings, are 'traduc*d as falſe Aceuſers, and therein'to have been 
Malicious and Jonvrant 5 Nay, a Paper which on'the fame ſcore flyes in 'the Face of 
the whole Church-of England, and directly gives her the Lye, who 'for 'mauy years 
in her Publick  Eftabliſmt Litvrgy, avow'd the Faith of the 'Chure&h 6f "Rome 'to be 
Fatt ion, and ber Religion Rebellion. I would-demand of 'Mr. L*Eſtrange, or any of his 
Guinney-givers, whether the cauſing of ſuch a Paper to be publiſt, 'be to'be numbered 
amongſt the Good-ſervices the thas done for the Church of England. 

In the-mean -time,;go'on. bee | 

But faith, Trimmer ! [remember Mr. -DEſtranye is a ſevere Magiſtrate againſt fweer- 
ing] when Prance?s hand is in, he ſhould do well ro go through with his\Work; and 'Dle grve 
ye now a "piece of Hiſtory that 1s New to ye, [ard yet this New -By-bbow is of och a 
Ricketty 'feeble Conttitution, 'that it has been four years crawling in the dark, be- 
fore 1t could waddle abroad in the ſtanding ſtool of an Obſervaror] wrd 'iputs down for- 
ty-of his Antependiums. [Some lies, ?tis acknowledg?d are heavier than others} Fur 
"were a thoufand pines thiat a marthat'is ſo milling, fhould want Materials. »' 


ME oo ng ES 


As 45-5. $..5-2, 
ASS 


ARE) » De Fouge Rae 


17 
z 

C 

| 

1 
, 


PO (ts ). | 
Trim. We ſhall have ſome, ted:ows Tale now, but pray will you make it as ſhort as the 
matter will permit. And without any Feſu;tical Equivocations, Shifts, or mental Reſervazi- 


ons, - {This Trimmer, 1 find, ts an honeſt \foreſtghted Fellow, he knows, this fly Gray- 


bearded youth the Obſervator, is much given to tell meer Tales, and long ones, {ca- 
{on'd for Fools-Palates, to make them to go merrily down, with Fe/wrical Sawce.J 
Obſery. Why, then be it known to' all men, That Miles Prance Silver. Smith, Screws and 
Nails-maker, Sacrament-praeſter, Old Dog Bl: ſphemer, . and Evidence for the cutting of the 
Duke of York?s Pifturt. [Thes ſhews you the Rherorick of an Obſervatory ; only as 
to the laſt words, ?tis fit tor acquaint the Reader, that ſome time after. the grand 
inſolence committed in cutting the Picture of His Royal Fiighneſs in Guild-Hall, | be- 
iag in company with ſeveral others, there happened to come in, one Foha Brooks 
formerly (1f not ſtill) a Papiſt, who in diſcourſe own'd and avow'd more than once, 
That be cut the ſaid PiQnre ;, nowlT app:al to all the World, what I could do leſs in 
reſpect of the Publick, and His Reyal Highneſs my Soveraigns Brother, than to take 
notice of it, that the matrer on a fair legal Tryal might be further examined and 
diſculſcd ? Accordingly I and another perſon preſent, gave Information thereof (viz. 
chat ſuch an one had Io ſaid and acknowledg'd) and thereupon Brocks was bound over, 
and 1 andthe other perſon atter:dcd at Seſſions to Evidence his Words, and a third 


Witneſs preſent,-was ready to have depoſed the Words, if it had proceeded to a Tryal. 


But when we deſired an Indiment to be drawn, could not -procere it. And fo the 
matter was paſs'd, tho” the party accuſed did not (as far as I could underſtand) deny rhe 
IWords, but only pretended. he was 44k, when he ſpoke them. Upon which whole 
matter, whether I did any thing unbecoming a Loyal Subjett, tender of, the honour of 
the Royal Family, is left to Conlideration.]J Go on, Did, in february 1679, accufe 
Atr. Rachard Fincham. of being 4 Prieſt {he means Popiſh] which ſaid Ar. Fincham 
wes Faber into the Cuſtody of 'u Meſſenger upon that Information, [Here are feveral falſities; 
I did not accuſe Mr. Richard Firicham of being aPrieſt, nor ſecondly, was he takgr on 
my Information.; but as he was apprehended upon fuſpicion, ſo 1 was examined whether 
Iknew him? and what account 1 could give of him ?7] brought before the Council to an- 
ſwer the Charge, and Mr. Miles Prance Silver-Smith there preſent t0 make good his. Int- 


formation, Tie Council askt him how be came to know Mt. Fincham to be a Prieft, The 


Sihver-Smith did thereupon his Oath dedare ;, That John Fincham the Brother | of the ſaid 
Richard rold:bim ſo; uponthis' the Earl of Eſſex demanded of what Religion and what fore 
of man the. ſaid John Fincham was ? Prancerreplyed, that he was a good«Churoh of Eng- 
land-man, and 4 wery honeſt Gentleman, and 4'Fuſtice of Peace in the Tfle of Ely, whereupon 
wee Jaid Richard Fincham was continued in C « Wh | 

[This is a whole Tcheme.of 'of untruths'twifted up, and, to unravel it, 4 muſt, rightly 
Rate the matter of Fact; The Queſt ion-before the Council was, whether K5chard Fincham 
was .aRopiſtPrieſt ? And I was examinedto.it, and tho? with a commonkrowledge ground- 
ed on the.moſt violent preſumprions, I did not gueftion but the-was fo, as having made 
him.a:Chakce and other Pricltly Utentils, and knew he was generally reputed amongſt 
Catholicks.to be.my Lady Savils Prieft, tho? paſſing'(as *tis common!) under-the notion 
of her.Stemerd, yer,. not-bcing able poſitively to ſwear him 'to be a Prieft, becauſe I 
.had never-:deen preſent, when. he firiared the Maſs, '] was ſo juſtly -tender in -a Caſe, 
where a man's Life was concern'd, that I only Cepofed asto my belief -grounded on 
hear-ſay, and that his Brother acknowletged it to ime, which'ts moſt true, -and -if the 
Gentelman have a:bad.memory, I cannot. help tr. 

'And'ibeingjhereupon-interrogated by ſome of the Honoyrable'Lords (that it was by 
the Earlof .Eſex.may.be:true, but donat remember it) touching the 'faid Brother 'Mr. 
John Fincham, .anſwered, That he was.@ Tuſt ice of Peace in the-Iſle-of Ely-; and "tis poſſi- 
ble I might .add, .4 very honeſt Gentleman, as 'far as I knew. But whereas «the 'Obſervator 
averrs, that.then:depoſed he was-a Good Church of England-man:; (thoygh for ought 11 
know, .orever faid, . he may be fo) yet that 1 then ,ſwore it, '1s falſe ; for -how ſhould {I 
aflert ſucha thing, that never. hag an opportunity to fee him:in a Proreſt.,,ve Church in 
my life ? And beſides, it thwarts that Evidence which I then:truly gave, (and whiety 


hould.not, but ypon this:pravocation recite) for my own. Vindication -(not-to- caſt any 
'Scandal-on-the.Gentleman) according to the Copy, .as it was taken and dehvered tome 


on after.l-was examined by one of the. Sub-Clarks, belonging'to the Honourable Board, 

33%. * Thatnot long beforethe Plot was Diſcovered, I went to one Mrs. Halls in Ea- 

ole-Conrr, about ſome buſineſs to Mr. Jeremy Jennings a Prieſt belonging -to Mr. Lanſo; 
| living 
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<« living near Norwech, where | met with Mr, Finchary, a Jultice of the Peace for th: 1ie 
**of Ely, and one Mr. Poxlron, a Jeiuwt, and ſome others, (whom I knew to be Prices 
** though I knew not their Names) after Mr. F:ncham was gone, Tasked Mr. Jennings, 
* what he came thither for, and how he durlſt truſt himſelf with him, being a Juftice of 
* the Peace. Pough ſaid he) he is acquainted with many Prieſts in that Country, ts their 
* Friend, and will do us no harm, but what good he can, bung a Catholick, in his Heeyt, od 
& will ſhew himſelf ſo, if the times turn, but now cannot in reſpet of his Place, yet, ſays he, 
& he does us all the kindneſs he can, Then ſpeaking to Mrs. Hall, the Landlady of the 
<« Houſe, thereof, ſhe replyed, He comes often hither, when he is in Town, 

But whether Mr. John Fincham knew theſe Perſons, that he then was there in comp2- 
ny with, to be Fopiſh Prieſts, or whether, what they ſaid of him were true, I know hor, 
they being Men of Intrigue, who often love to caſt Scandals on the moſt Zealous Prote- 
ſtants, to render them ſuſpected; all the intent I recite for, is to ſhew how improbable 
it was, that, at the ſame time | ſwore this, I ſhould alfo ſwear (as Mr. Obſcrvator tays) the 
{ame Gentleman to be a good Church of England-an; though ſtill, as aforefaid, for ought 1 
know, or ever ſaid, he may be /uch, My acquaintance with*Mr. Richard Fincham was ve- 
ry- intimate ; for beſides the work 1 had done tor him , I have yet ſeveral Lerrers of -his 
by me (though more or leſs) which I am ready to ſhew his Brother,or any Gentleman that 
deſires it, Dated fromRed- Hall inTorkſbire,Subſcribed--Your Friend, Servant,and Country-mar, 
Richard Fincham, and the like obliging Terms,and particularly one DatedJammary 25,77. 
whereby having ordered me the Receipt of ſome Money, be has theſe words---I have by the 
bearer hereof (a Proteſtant Gentleman, and Neighbour of mine) ſent you, &c.W hich Parentheſis, 
Proteſtant Gentlewan, will, I think, to any unbyaſled underſtanding, fignifie no leſs 
than an tem given me, that I ſhould not take notice to him, of the Writers being a 
a Prieſt, or to call him Father Fincham, asamongſt Roman Catholicks is uſual, and with- 
out ſuch Precaution I might have done : Now this Gefitleman that paid me the Mo- 
ney, was, as l underſtand, a Juſtice of Peace near Leeds, though I have forgot his 
Name ; if he be ſtill living, he cannot but remember it. In a word, whether Mr. 
Richard Finchars be a Popiſh Prieſt or no., if Mr. LEſtrange (that ſeems ſo intimate with 
the Family) will be pleas'd to tell the World his Lodgings at preſent ; *tis odds, 
but» ſomthing more may be ſaid. PN; 

In the interim,here his Apologiſt,theObſervator, Mr.Richard Fincham immediately upon this 
proceeding, gave his Brother John Fincham an account of what had paſſed, by the very next Poſt, 
Who applyed himſelf forthwith, upoa the receipt. of the Letter, to Francis Bell Eſq; (a Fuſtice 
of the Peace in the ſaid Tſle) before whom, he ſwore this following Aﬀedavit. | | 

« John Fincham of Outwell, within the Iſle of Ely and County of Cambridge Eſquire, 
< did upon the 5th of 2farch, 1678, make this following Affidavit before Francis Bell, 
<« Eſq; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid Iſle | ; 

<< That whereas the ſaid John Fincham, is informed that one «Mr. Prance hath lately 
<« declared upon Oath, to the Lords of His Majeſties moſt Honourable. Privy-Council, 
< that he the ſaid fr. Prance was told by the ſaid John Finckham, that Mr. Richard Fincham, 


<< his Brother was a Prieſt. . He this Deponent doth Swear and Aver, that the ſame is 


& wholly falſe and untrue ; and that he us;and hath been ſo far from ever ſaying ſo, that he 
<« doth depoſe, he doth not know any ſuch thing, as his Brothers being a Prieſt z 'nor 
<« did he ever know the ſaid 24y. Prarce, or to his knowledge, . ever ſee him in his whole 
« life. This Affidavit being ſent up to the Lord Chancellor, the King and Council there- 
« upon ordered 44r. Fincham's Diſcharge. 'X h | 
As tothis Aﬀidavit.of Mr. Richard Finchams, as far as it contradicts mine, I ayow 


mine {till to be true, and if I am not miſinforn'd, by the Civil Law art leaſt, a Domeſtick 


Witneſs,that'is,one ſo near related, is ſcarce allowable, or at leaſt lyes under ſuſpicions 
bur leaving thar, I ſhall only remark, Thet jthe Gentleman ſwears, he doth not 
KNOW any ſuch thing as his Brother?s being a Prieſt, which ſignifies no more than that 
hedid not /ce him take Orders ;, now can it be imagined, (eſpecially at ſuch a juncture 
as that was) but. the Gentleman, had he not belicved his Brother to be 4a Prieſt, would have 
added nor believes him ſo to be, or ſome ſuch words? 


Note alſo, that the Obſervator ſays, what, I depoſed was in February 99. And this 

Affidavit ef Mr. Fob» Fincham's, he dates arch the 5th. 1678, (almoſt a whole year be- 

fore) which would intimate, that Mr. Jobiz Fincham ſwore prophetically, or by way of 

prevention. - But the 0Qb/ervator Numb. 10. having recollefted himſelf, pretends ?twas 

a miſtake for want of a fraicn; and if it were fo, I believe it was the ft Mer in 
; | Englan 
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England, that ere was Dated with ſucha Fraction, as 167z, but ſince he is pleaſed to 
lay the blame on the Sot of a Compoſitor, as young Princes in Schools are whipt by Proxy, 
and perhapsold Authors have the like priviledge let it paſs. oe 

But whereas Mr. John Fincham Swears he never knew Prance (to his knowledge, or ſaw 
him in his life., 1 muſt remembes'that Gentleman, beſides my being in his Company at Mrs. 
HalPs afore-mentioned, afid elſe-where in London, I once went to his Houſe, . at. the 
Requeſt of his Brother, the Goldſmith, then living in the Strand, toſee a Child of his 
there. and was Civilly entertained by Mr. Fobr Fincham, and did eat and drink there: 
and another time before that, he procured me a place at the Court holden at Wisbirch, 
to hear the Tryals and Proceedings there; where I ſtood juſt behind his back; as he ſax 
on the Bench. | +. 

Trimmer. - Well-- And here*s one Oath againſt Pother. [ Ay, and let the Readers impar- 
tially ImpanelPd give thar Verdicts.”] + 

Obſervator. Patience, I prithee, in Auguſt 1679, Prance being in the Iſle of Ely, and 
finding that his Credit was ſunk, from Silver to Braſs, by the confounding a D | nos of 
+. John Fincham [of which Prazcenever heard word or ſyllable, till in this . Oſervator,, 
Fanuary 26, 1683.7] he burſt out uk pop into Inveftives againſt the ſaid John Fincham,and 
ſaid, he was a Papiſt,. and that he had a Prieſt in's Houſe, and that he had ſometimes 4. ws 
Prieſts and Feſuits ;, and that he had feen him in the Company of as many in London : 4 
which he was ready to prove: And theſe words were made out by the Informations of two Gentlemen «- 
of the Net bhourbood, as they were taken before Francis Bell and Thomas Edwards, Eſquires, 
Juſtices of the Peave within the ſaid Iſle, on the 11th and 12th of Auguſt, 1679, 

« The#information of Edward Squire Gent. Chief Conſtable of the North part of the 
& Hundred of Witchford, taken before us Francis Bell and Thomas Edwards, Eſquires, Ju- 
&'ſtices of the Peace within the Iſle of Ely, &c. Anguſt 11 : 1679. | 

« This Informant ſaith, That on Fryday the Sth Inſtant, he happened in the Compa- 
<« ny of one files Prance, where difcourſing about the next Election to be of Parliament- 
<< men, Prance was very earneſt for the Chuſing of one Mr.. Partherich,for Knight of the 
<'Shire for . Cambridg-ſhire, «declaring that he:way a fit Man for that purpoſe : And pre-, 
** ſently after. he began to diſcourſe. of one Mr. Fincham, a Juſtice of the Peace, and ſaid 
*© that he would prove kim a Papiſt, and that he hath a- Prieſt now in his Houſe, and 
<* ſometimes he hath four or five ; and that, he the ſaid Prance had ſeen the faid Mr. Fin- 
& cham in the Company of as many Prieſts and Jeſuits in Longer z and told: this Infor- 
6 mant, that he wondered, the Juſtices of the Peace ſhould be ſo much Fools, - or had ſa 
© little wit, as to make him, this Informant, Chief Conſtable ; and faid he would have 
* molt of the Gentlemen in the Country «p, with ſeveral other -Reflefting and Scanda- 
©lous Diſcourſes upon, as well the ſaid Mr. Fincham, as the Gentlemen in the Goun- 
* try. Y | - 

” | 
Edward Squire. 


by 1.08 Information of William Gent , of March, taken mt Supra, Auguſt 1 2, 
11029. 


_ ©* This Informant ſaith, that upon Fryday at Night, the 8th of this inſtant Avg»/t, 
* ene Mr. 2/5les Prance, and another Perſon, to-this Deponent unknown, came into the 
** Company of him, this Deponent. He, this Deponent, having then ſome Neighbours 
** 1n Company with. him, at the Houſe of one William Phillipſen, in Marth aforeſaid ; 
< and after ſome familiar Diſcourſe had paſſed, between him, -the ſaid Mr. Prarzce, and 
< this Deponent, the Kid Mr. Prance being very intimately acquainted with. him, this 
©; Deponent, he, the faid Mr. Prarce, did ask this Deponent, where: one Mr. Finchan - 
; was ?: To which this Deponent anſwered, He liveth very-'near me. in the GComgys 
«and thereupon he, this Deponent; did tell him, it was reported, that he ſhould. 'f: 
ky he was a Papiſt; to which Mr. Prence replyed, He was a Papiſt, and he wouldjuſti 
«um to be.aPapiſt; and he believed that he hid a Prieft! at his Houſe at that time; 
©, Ad that he knew him to have been in the-Company of four or five Jeſuits/at a time: 


.** And the faid Mr. Prarce did alſo give other reproachful Specches,. which he, this Depo- 


_ * Tent; did not take any particular notice of. ' - 


Thomas Edwards, F | As 
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but at laſt conſented, when I and my Company .cawe in, there were ſeveral Gentlemen 
in the Room, and ſome that I did» krow.. Preſently ſome of them began to ask me what - 
News? Itold them, I ſeldome much minded any News, but my own buſineſs, and beſides 
had been ſeveral days out of London, and fo could tell them nothing, but what | believed 
they had already heard, then one of them askt me, zf knew Juſtice Fincham ? To which 
I anſwered, yes, I do, and preſently looking amongſt the Company (for I was but newly 
come into the Room) I ſaw the Jultice leaning on a Bench or Couch, with his Monnteer- 
Cap placed in an odd unvſual faſhion, viz. the corners not forwards and backwards,” but 
croſs his Head, ſideways, looking in that poſture ſomewhat like a-Country Morrice-Jancer 
with a Cuſhion on his Head ; but tor allthatI knew his Worſhip wellenough,and addreſling 
my ſelf to him with the reſpet becoming me, faid — Mr.Fincham, your bumble Servant, At 
which all the Cofnpany fella laughing, (and his Worſhips being deceived in thinking I 
ſhould not know him in that poſture, became ſoon after a frequent talk in theTown.) And 
then, and not f:l! then, Mr. Fincham did ſpeak, (for before I was come into the Room he 
had not utter?d a word, much leſs askt ſuch queſtions, and had ſuch diſcourſe with me as 
the Obſervator pretends)but then indeed he did fay,that he never ſaw mebefore in his life,that 
he knew of, nor never tola me that his Brother was a Prieſt. But #81 then to his face juſti- 
fied the latter, ſo as to the firſt, l gave him ſome tokens to refreſh his memory, as my com- 
ing to his Houſe to ſee his Brothers Son, and his particular Entertainment -of me there. 
But he ſpake' not a word about my calling him Pail, nor was there any the leaſt mention of 
theſe Auf marions, nor any ſwearing heartily or unheartily, as the Obſervaror ſuggeſts. And 
I believe Squire Wil:amſon. will do me the right to juſtifie this to be in ſubſtance the 
truth of all that-.then paſt between us; and there were alſo preſent two other 
Perſons, who will be ready. toatteſt 1t.;/Novy ſince Mr. LEſftravge has the Conſcience ſo 

roſly to pervert and Hal a. matter thus Notorious, vuhat eſteem his'Writings in other 

aſes (as reliteing to mel mean,for I meddle no furthcr)may deſerve,let theWorld judge. 
In his Obſervator Numb. 10. of- the 24. Volumn he has ſome touches at me, and reck- 
ons up ſeveral Afﬀidavits of mine, and ſays, they rook vo effeft, yes Sir, they took all the 
effect I deſired, which was only to acquaint the Magiſtrates. with the Truth of what they ' 
examined me about, as far as 1 knew-and no further ; and'the tenderneſs1 uſed, ſtrapgly 
argues. the candor and ſincerity of my Evidence,no way caſts any diſparagement ugjonit; 
if the Lay inſome Caſes require :wo Witnefles, and for want thereot, fome, 1 jultly ac- 
cuſed, were releaſtt, or if perhaps others were not proſecuted, what. is that to me.” The 
Author of the late Paper.,-pretending to be a Reply to the Obſervations on the Lord Pa 
tres Lerner, argues the veracity. .of the late Evidence, becauſe ſo-many that: "they accu« 
ſed are at kberty; Mr. LEſtrange for the very ſame reaſon, would render mine unworthy, 


of belief. Theſe two Authors ſhould beſt conſult together and reconcile themfelyes. 


- - But I fear I have wearted the Reader as well as my ſelf, in taking ſo much notice of, and 
detecting the malice, the falſities, thE- ſhams and idle Tales, which the Obſervator has 
—_ or pickt up and ſpread about me z which of themſelves ſufficiently appear to 
every judicious Eye to be mere Calumnies and the effefts of a cankered ſplees, However. 
to undeceive all the World, if they are not reſoly*d to believe his Fictions, in defiance 
both of Truth and Reaſon, I have once for all, taken this pains, reſolving never to trouble 
my ſelf further with the noiſe he' ſhall make about them ; henceforth he may talk his plea- 
ſure, I ſhall take no more notice ont, than to hear a Serpent ſs, or an Aſs Bray. Only 
Idefire all Perſons to bind up*this my Anſwer and Defence with their Obſervarors, and 
that-as oft as Mr. L”Eſtrange ſhall repeat the ſame Stories (for he has much of the Cackow 
in him, and fings an hundred times over the ſame Note) they would be fo jult, as to 
turri-as ofen to theſe Papers, where I doubt not, but every impartial peruſer, will find a 
ſufficient Anſwer thereunto. | FRE om ad 
And ſo 1 take leaveof Mr. LEftrange, who being an Antient Gentleman; and by 
the:Courſe of Nature on the brink of the Grave z Lwiſh, he would better regulate his 
C6ridudt, and not ſpend his precions time, and abuſe thoſe Great Parts,God has given him, 
in ſuch trifling, falſe, miſchievous and ſcandalous Stories againſt a Neighbour, a Pariſhis- 
ner, and a Member of the ſame Proteſtant Church (if he be really what he profeſſes :) 
who, asI never-wrong'd him; ſo I.am ready, on his acknowledgment, heartily to for- 
give him all theſe injuries: : And pray God to'give him the Grace to Repent, before he 
be called to that dreadful. Tribunal, before which we muſt both ſhortly appear. 
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